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his exertion, and he's seeing himsclf lrom outsidc alrd above. A flarning
Sacrcd Heart beats agar'r'rst his left pectoral , su,eat drips from the point
of a bloodied dagger on his biccp, and the rose s u.inding arc.rund his sidc-

bloom against the heat of his cIIbrt. On his back, the C uadalupana glis-
tens br-illiantll', her drcss scarred u ith tho three veriical cuts of the sel-

Ios, the secrct scals of obligation The lines, cacl-r thc len-qth of a man's

hanc1, arc raised and pinl< and neulr,hcalccl, elidence of his initiation
into thc ircrmalrdacl.

Though Amadco has lived in Las Pcnas his r,r'hole li{'e, todar.hc sces

the villagc anct': the lines arc sharper, the colors purer. The u eecls

alorrg thc cclge of the fencc, the links of thc f'cncc itsel{', the su,avino

tops of the cotton\\-ootl trees er cr1'thin.q is in preternatural focu-".

The morada is lit bv the sun sinl<ing or-ange at his back, tire line sharlr

betl'een cinrlr:rblock and skr.. He brings thc hamrner doxn, hitting
each nai I true, enjor ing thc oiied rotation of his joints. thc latigue in his

muscles. He feels righteous and pou-erIul, his cvcn. movement prcdc
termincd. Hc lbels born for the role.

Thcn hr: por-inds thc last nail, anci hc's back in his boclr., and the her-
manos arc u.rapping r-rp, heading home.

WnrN Ar'r,ror.o prrr.rs Lrl thc gralel drirc to tlrc house, his daugh

ter Angcl is sitting on thc steps, eight months pregnant. Shc lir-es in
Espanola lr-ith her mom. He hasn't scen hcr in more than a \.ear, but hc's

hcard the neu-s from his mothcr, rvho heard r't lrom Angel.
Whitc tank top, black bra, gold cross pointing the \\-a\.to her breasts

in case vouhappenecl to rniss them. Bcllv as hard and round as an horno.
Thc button-s of hcr jeans are unsnapped to make rlal for its lullness, and

also to in<licate hou this happened in the 6rst placc. l{er lrirthdar.is this
u-cck, {ills on Good Fridal.. Shc'11 be sixtcen.

"Shit," Ama<lco sals, ancl ),anks the parking brake . This last u.cck
rvas the most important r.vcek in Je sus's lile. This is the r,veek er-crvthing
happcned. So Amadco's minc'l should be traincd on sacrilicc and resur-
rection, not his daughtcr's tccn pregnancv.

+

She must not see his expression" I

waves with both hands. The rosarr- srr

Amadeo watches as, bevond it. his d

stomach outthrust. She pauses, halt-m

She's got a big gold purse tith hrr
tesy of Marlboro. Angel's hug is :-rraQ

"l'm fat, huh? I barely got the- par

"H.y." He pats his daughter's back

then steps away. "What's happening:

can't afford to let her think she's tr-eii

and with his mother awar-,

"Ugh. Me and Mom got in a hght

Her tone is light. "l didn't knors r.h
been here, like, two hours, stanilg r
to eat. I almost broke in just to make r

your phones?"

Amadeo hooks his thumbs in hL. Fr
back at the road. The sun is ggne rrcs-

"A {ight?" In spite of himselt-- -l
Angel's indignation at her mother- \r

insufficient.

"I can't even. Whater-er," she sars

the baby need right now is a srryport s

Amadeo shakes his head. *I m real

traying regret. "Now's not a good rtn
Angel doesn't look hurt, just int,

something?"

She lifts her duffel and begins to
under the weight of luggage and belh

He's embarrassed to tell her tk real r

rassed by the fervor that being a pcnit
"Where'd Gramma go?" There's r

the screen open with her hip, rraiting
"Listen, it's a busy week.'He rush

"I'm carrying the cross this r-ear. I m .
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"Uh, okar'. She'li be back soon, right?"

Yolanda took her vacation alter the end of the legislative scssion,

right bclbrc Holv Wcck, exactlv r.vhcn Amaclco needs her most. "Marbe

I'11juststavouttherefor-er-er,"shetoldhin-rlightlvas she packerd. "l lovc

Vegas. The shor'r's, the lights, the commotion."

"Shc ditln't sav rvhcn shc'cl bc back. End of ncxt u-eek, prolrablr.."

Angel heaves her dull'el and purse on the kitchcn floor rvith a dra

matic sigh, and onlr,'thcn docs it occur to Amadeo that he shouLd hale

carried the bags in fbr her. But she doesn't seem to noticc. Shc's still
talking.

"l told mv mom, '\\'hatever, I'm going to Gramrna's, then. SIe

[or-cs mc.'"

Tu.q.t xrcut Angcl chattcrs about food groups as shc makcs dinncr a

can ofchili dumped o\er an underdone squash and a package oflrozen
chccse brcad then takes over thc TV. She talks to her bellr'. "See,

babv? That heil'er is going hone. Yor can't Lre likc that to vour girls."
Amadeo sits at the other end of the couch, strangelv nen-ous. Hc

tries to remembcr the last timc hc '"vas alonc u ith his daughter, but

can't. Trvo or three Christmases ago, n-iat'Lrc; hc rcmcrnbcrs sitting
au.k'nr.ardly in this same room asking Angel about her lhlorite subjects

s.hile Yolanda was at thc groccrv storc or thc ncighbors'.

He r,r'ipcs his palms along his thighs, s'orks his tonguc insidc his

mouth. Frozen-e-ved porcelain dolls stare at Amadeo from Yolanda's

corner cabinet, l'herc ther,' sit in their lrilll clrcsses on shclves besidc

souvcnir bclls and shot glasscs. With a suddcn stitcrh in his gut, Amadeo

thinks of Tio Tive. What r,vill he sav about .\ngel being here? the fruit
of l-ris sin, ladcn rvith sin of hcr o'r'r n.

"So," Amadeo savs. "Your rnom's probablv going to u ant rou back

soon, no?"

"l got to teach her she's not the onlt'onc in mv lifc. Shc's got to learn

to rcspcct mc."

Arnadeo kneads his thigh. He can't tell her to leave. Yoianda rvould

6

kill him. He just wishes his mom l
pretty close; Yolanda sends the girl d
takes her out to dinner in Espaiola

year the two go shopping at the outlt

"Maybe you could come back rrl
of guilt slides into his side.

Angel doesn't seem to hare he

all preaching to me about hors I mr

from her mistake, but what am I gc

it: I ruined her stupid life. Fine. Bu

mature, she should actually act man:

Amadeo should call his sister. g€

querque to stay with her and the g

up Valerie's alley. But he isn't tall
Christmas.

Angel looks like her mother. th
color, though her leatures aren t ri
he supposes. Amadeo wonders A-\l
Marissa was sixteen, Amadeo eigt

ents had been angry and ashamed.

the young couple anyway. ^\madeo

things: congratulated by her relatir-a

chitos on paper plates by old x-omen

thing in exchange for a church rte,

nodding at Marissa: "This is dedicatt

bendito. Los dngeles cantan y doban a Dt

bing their eyes, Yolanda blosine ki
felt virtuous, responsible for his gid

Later, of course, there sas no

Angel was born and learned to t
Amadeo. The old women shook thei

known better than to expect anr-thir

eral. "Even the best of them aren t \s

to say. "Except you, hijito," she'd ad

the room. "You're worth a darn.=
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Bl' the time Angcl u'as five, he u-as rclicr-ccl at hou' easill, ths obiiga-

tion slipped from his shouldcrs. Ail it totrk u,as lor him to stop ansl-er
ing Marissa's calls leu'er than vou'd cxpect and he rvas a free man .

As though ans\\rering a qucstion, Angel sars, "l didn't drop out of
schooi lbr reals. I'm rloin-q this rvhole program and T'm going to gradu
atc alrcl cvcrvthinq, so don't u'orrl'." Shc looks at Amadeo, expectant.

Amacleo realiz-es hc for-qot to \\ orr:v, lbrgot even to rvonrler-. "Good.

That's good." He gets up, rrbs his shorn hcad u.ith both hands. "You got

to hare schcol."

Shc's still looking at him, cL:manding sornctJring: rcassur:ance,

approi-al. "l mean, l'm serious. Iirl going to graduate." Then si-re's off,

taikin-q about collcgc :rnrl succcss and lbllon ing her dreams, echoirLg

rvhat she hcar-s at thc tccn parenting program shc attends. "Rr-ianna, ml
tcacher-? Shc savs I got to invest in rn-r,seif if l'm going to gir e him a good
lifc. )'ou -uvon't see me like 1n\ rncllrr, doing the same olcl secretarv joLr

lbr ten -rears, just trving to snag herself an architcr-t. I'm doing some-

thing hig." Shc turns to her hellv. "lsn't that right, hijitc-,?"

This depresses the hell out of Amadco. He opens a beer and guzzlcs

half of it bclorc hc remembers r'r h,r he is tl'iis rvcck. "Fuck," he sar s, dis-

gustcd, and pours it dou,n the sink.

-\ngel looks up at him from the couch. "You better clcan up vour
moutl'r. FIe can hear er erv iittle thing l'or,r sav."

"Fuck," says Amadeo, bccause it's his house, but he savs it quietlr,,
and thinks ahout thc sound passing through his daugliter's borll' to the

child insidc. Hc stands. "l .qot to gc.r."

Evrny NICHT or LlNr, the hermanos havc 
-gathcrcd in the moracla to

prav thc Rosarv under Tio Tive 's -,vatchful e-r e, ancl evcry Fridav the_r

mcclitatc on the Stations of thc Cross. On their: knccs, heads borved.

Thcre are nine hermanos, and, uith the cxccption of Amadeo, thcv'rc
all oler seventv. Tio Tive is the oldest, cightl' ser,en, still going strorlg.

"Jesus praved," recites ,\l Martinez. "Abba, Fathcr, all things are

possible to vou; removc this cup I'rom me." Amadeo likes AI. He's a

8

chatty big guy and gets teary nhen
child. Not Iong ago, he retired tlon
ders are rounded from a career spi

toward a horizon.

The cinderblock walls are paint
front. The only thing w,orth lookin
not like the Christ in the church: hi:

of blood where crown meets temp

perfect balance of compassion and su

pity. No, this Christ on the morada r

violence in the very carving: chisel r

fingers and toes stumpv. The contou
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thought of explaining to Maris-ta atr

idea. "You can't take care ofrour d:
her scorn.

He watches the praying men: Tr
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pulsing his lids; Shelby Morales, his g
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"The soldiers clothed him in a pu

thorns, they put it on him," sars -{-l-
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Nine men is a far cry from ttre oi

few weeks ago as they stepped into
tions, membership rolls, even for an
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"We got vour tio to thank for the hcrmalrclad. He reallv brought it
back," AI N{artinez said. "Evcn rvhen mv dad rvas a kid, the tradition
s as dling out. l'here u,asn't nothing lctt of the old morada. But Tive

bought the gas station, fixccl it up, reminded us r'that \\rc once had. It's

thc onc good thing to come out of his bor''s passing."

The morada isn't much to look at. Outsidc tl-rere's the dark skeleton

of a sign on a pole, thc bright plastic panels long gonc, and trvo dead

pumps. Thc platc-glass u indou, has bccn c,orered in mattc bcige house

paint lcft over lrom a long ago job. Occasionallv strangers r'r.'ill pull in
lor gas and look aroun<l, conf used b1- thc trr-rcks parked in front, befbre

heacling straight through thc r-illage and au.ar'.

"Mavbc ours isn't as nicc as the rnoradas in Truchas and Abiquiu

and Trampas," Al Martinez said. "tr'lar.bc it cloesn't shou. up on no Post-
cards. Las Penas docsn't have one scrap of charm, and I sav, goocl. Thel

can har-e their sculptors and natural-food stores. Lct the tourists go

to Taos."

First thc Rosary', then silent indir-idual lrraycr. It's meant to last an

hour, but 1,ou'd be surprisccl horv long that I'eels, horv quickh'supplica

tion ancl pcnitence and entreatv gct o1cl. Within a ninutc or tu.o, knees

are u incing, kncccaps grinding betu,ecn concrete and bone, and bv

thc time the R.osarr, is olcr, the le-gs have gone numb. Toenails achc,

l)r-es:ed against thc []oor.

Amadeo thinks of his daughter alone in thc house. She could bc up

to an'l'thing: going through his bclongings, har.'ing fricnds or er. Enter

taining bo-vs, cr cn.

Amadeo laltcrs on the Apostles' Crccd. Hc opens his eves and looks

at Tive, and sure enough, thc old man has him in his disapproving gaze.

Amacleo clamps his eves shut.

"Am,rn," intone the hermanos, and thc Rosarr is orer belbre

Amadeo even gets into it.
Silcnt prar.er is the mo,st diflicult part. Please, God, Amadeo thinks,

then loscs thc thread. His knees are pulrerized. Hc u-onders if he's

doing permanent damagc. Outside, erening sounds: a car passir-rg,

thc squau-k o{'a night birci, the ping of moths against the painted ovcr

r'vindorvs.

Anaopo's ENTRADA-his initiation
hermanos took place five weeks ago.

"At sundown, you knock," Tir-e had I

lunch at Dandy's Burgers in Espaiola- l

threw a glance at the family at the tal
paying attention, though. A bov about,

pants was trying to eat his hamburger

in his face with a napkin. Outside, Tr

Doberman, watched them through t
raised, her undocked ears giring her a I

"Three times you knock." Tive dem

from under the brim ofhis trucker's ca

Amadeo's mother adores her uncle

should be, and according to these ide.

curmudgeon. Mostly, Amadeo suspei

and not the way old people in T\: morr
waiting for some misguided )oung p€r

might save each other. Tive mav be o'

yarns or reminisce or impart rrisdom-

"Okay." Amadeo nodded agreeab

want to unwrap his hamburger [rst- I
his mouth.

His great-uncle glared. Shriveled ;

"You fast and go to Mass that dav, rmh
to be regular with Mass. And conlessr

chure on the Rosary. "You knou- tbe rr,

"Doesn't it mean more if I make

flapped the brochure. "Aren't these ju
look of disgust shamed him.

Tive reached into the breast pocke
Amadeo a folded piece of notebook I
'And don't go talking about it to no onr
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-\maclco squinted at the r-rnstcarll block letters that harl bccn copied

out -nlith a hlunt penci[. It looked like a poenr u-ith manv stanzas, and

Amadco harl a flash olhis filth gradc la'nguage arts tcxtbook, ancl a long
rhr-ming poem about a buttcrflv that he'd lil<c.cl to rcacl to himself altt r
school, uhisltering thc s-orcls in his roon'r, cnjoving the rhvthm, thc
ine\ itabilit\ of the sounds . Sk1, eyc, n-irr' Stupid as fuck.

l,{ids-a,r dou n the pagc \ras a grease smudge, and .\n-iadeo pictured
his grcat uncle fi-ouning or,cr thi: papcr under the dirn kitchen liglrt,
the coid ren'rains of a sad, solitar,v dinner of scramblcil cggs bcsi<lc him.

"l lcr-, u ait. This is in Spanish," Ar-nadco sai<l.

"Oh, hell," -l-ir 
e muttcrcd }lc bcgan unrlrapping his burgcr, as if

gr\ rng uP.

Ercn Yolanda doesn't speak Spar-risJr rvcll, thou.qh she, at 1east,

carr follol- alor-rg u'ith the telcnorclas shc uatches iveekdar nights on

hcr bcdroon-r teler ision. "l coulcl do a much bettcr job x-ith English,"
Amadeo offered, thcn, at his r-rncle's incrcclulitr', correctecl himsclf.
"l mcran, I'n'i kiclding. I can rlcfinitclr-learn it. Idid Spanish in high
school."

Thc first part ofthe ritual u as a call and rcsponse.

Norjcro: Dios toca en esta mision, las puert.ds tle cu clemencia. God knocks

at this mission, on thc gates of his merc\ .

Hermanos: Penitencia, pennencio, si guicrcs tu salvocion. Penance, pcn

ante, il'r'ou rranl salration.

"Go on. Practicc," said Tive, and Amadco, suddenl,r, shr, spoke his

lines. He u-as surprised shen, in rcpll', his great uncle began to sing,

his voice gravellv and beautifu[. At the table next to thcm, the little bor.

paused in his cher'r ing, his cheeks full, and r.r.atched.

To enter this morado, place the rightJoot, praising the most sw,eet nomes of

Jesus, llar,y', and Joseph.

Once he crosscd the threshold, Amadeo rvas to kneel bcfore the old
men r'vho \\.crc to be his brothcrs, ancl ask for forgir-encss.

"Thcn vou cut me?"

"You take the oath frrst."

"And then?"

Tive gave an almost imperceptible n

"Deep?" Amadeo whispered, keepir

His great-uncle shrugged. "Not tm
?ardon me, my brothers, {in onSthing I
And Tive sang in reply. Mov God pa.

by me.

Amadeo's eyes filled, an abrupt sa

Iooked away, embarrassed.

Tio Tive cleared his own throat. -&
There were practical reasons for tht

that were going to be made in his back-
self, the blood would flou. from the *-or

or bruise.

At first Amadeo had enjored the p
sangrador who would mark him. On d
thoush. his courage began to hil. -{Il dooD
his knees weakened.

He shaved for the entrada lthoug! I
he wanted to preserve the srnudge ofa
great-uncle that he'd gone to Masst- p
from the package, dress shoes, splasbe,

he could smell the unpleasant tang of hi
In the end, just before presentinl

Amadeo had buckled to his fear: thorr
bottle of vodka out ofhis su-eater drarrt
deep gulps.

The entrada, then, was a blur of im1

cresting and falling like waves. The se

And the pedernal: obsidian x-ith a Loili
cent moon. A1 Martinez's big hand rr-an
man's low assurance. "They'll be shallor

heart like a steady, too-loud drumbeat-
And, as the blade slid into the skin of hii
of his own falseness.
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